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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Japanese Unexamined Patent Publication No. 123911/ 1999 ('911) in view of 
Schultz et al. 

'91 1 describes a method of detecting and alarming a decrease in internal air 
pressure of tires attached to a vehicle comprising a step of setting a threshold value for 
alarming a decrease in tire air-pressure based on a type of the tires (winter, summer), 
after determining the type of the tires automatically, except for specifically stating that a 
driver designates a type of tire from a display. 

Schultz discloses a vehicle tire pressure system comprising display means (Fig. 

3) for allowing a user to designate a specific tire in use so that tire pressure is adjusted 

>. 

for the particular tire selected. 

It would have been obvious to use a tire selection display as suggested by 
Schultz in conjunction with a tire threshold pressure warning system as suggested by 
'91 1 , in order to allow an operator to more easily select which tires were in use on a 
vehicle, thus providing greater convenience in vehicles where tire changes were 
frequent. 
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2. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicants disclosure. Naito, Tuttle, Toyofuku, Yanase and Arita disclose tire monitoring 
systems. 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Brent A Swarthout whose telephone number is 571- 
272-2979. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F from 6:30 to 4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mike Horabik, can be reached on 571-272-3068. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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